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the first time in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, and Georgia. And as 
they claim their freedom, they are inspiring 
millions more across the broader Middle 
East. We must encourage their aspirations. 
We must nurture freedom’s progress. 

Karen will deliver the message of freedom 
with humility and compassion and deter-
mination. She knows that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world. She knows that 
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to every 
man, woman, and child in this world. She 
will help America seize this moment of op-
portunity by working with other nations and 
peoples to replace tyranny with tolerance and 
overcome hatred with hope. Together, we’re 
going to help millions achieve the non-nego-
tiable demands of human dignity, so they can 
build a better life for their children, and so 
we can lay the foundation of peace for our 
children and grandchildren. 

Karen, good luck in your task. May God 
bless you. 

[At this point, Under Secretary Hughes was 
sworn into office.] 

The President. Good luck. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the 
Benjamin Franklin Room at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Ambassador 
Said Tayeb Jawad of Afghanistan; and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Under Secretary 
Hughes and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
who introduced the President. 

Remarks at the 9/11 Heroes Medal of 
Valor Award Ceremony 
September 9, 2005 

Thank you all very much. Thank you. Wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I are 
honored that you’re here today. We recog-
nize a group of Americans whose bravery and 
commitment to their fellow citizens showed 
us the true meaning of heroism. 

The 442 names you just heard belong to 
men and women of uncommon valor and de-
cency and honor. On one of the worst days 
our country has ever witnessed, we witnessed 
the courage of some of the finest people our 

country has ever produced. And their sac-
rifice will always be remembered. 

I want to thank the Attorney General. I 
welcome Members of the United States Con-
gress and the United States Senate who have 
joined us, Bill Frist, Senator Schumer, Con-
gressman Fossella, Congressman Crowley— 
by the way, thank you for bringing your 
mother—Congressman Wolf, Congressman 
Smith, Congressman King, Congressman 
McCarthy, Congressman Israel. 

I want to thank Ray Kelly, the police com-
missioner for the great city of New York. I 
thank all the fire chiefs, police chiefs, Port 
Authority personnel. I particularly want to 
thank the men and women who are on the 
frontline of making us safe. Thank you all 
for coming today. 

The 9/11 Heroes Medal of Valor honors 
the public safety officers who gave their lives 
on September the 11th. On that day, fire-
fighters, police officers, emergency medical 
technicians, Port Authority personnel, and 
other public safety officers performed their 
jobs with extraordinary distinction in the face 
of unspeakable terror. 

We’re grateful to the families and friends 
who have come here to honor their memory. 
We know that the sense of loss you feel does 
not disappear with time. Four years later, you 
still miss your loved ones. America admires 
your courage in the face of such terrible pain. 
And your loved ones will always have the 
thanks and admiration and respect of a grate-
ful nation. 

When America has been challenged, there 
has always been citizens willing to step for-
ward and risk their lives for the rest of us. 
Over the last 11 days in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi and Alabama, we have again seen acts 
of great compassion and extraordinary brav-
ery from America’s first-responders. Fire-
fighters and police, and U.S. Coast Guard 
men and women, and National Guardsmen 
and active duty forces, disaster and medical 
assistance teams, search and rescue units 
from all over the United States have de-
scended on the Gulf Coast to help the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina. They have faced the 
storm’s destruction with valor and deter-
mination, and their hard work has saved lives 
in the face of great adversity. 
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We’re still at the beginning of a huge ef-
fort. The tasks before us are enormous. Yet 
so is the heart of the United States. We’re 
grateful to the emergency personnel who are 
working to assist victims and restore commu-
nities affected by this disaster. In these dif-
ficult days, we have again seen the great 
strength and character and resolve of Amer-
ica. And we will continue to work to help 
the people who are struggling. 

In every community, we depend on those 
who carry the badge, who keep the peace 
and protect our citizens. And in times of na-
tional crisis, all Americans are grateful to 
those who answer the alarms and run toward 
danger and provide urgent care. Those who 
place their own lives at risk for others must 
be recognized and honored by their fellow 
citizens. 

And 4 years ago, America saw the unparal-
leled heroism of our Nation’s public safety 
officers. We lost brave rescue workers who 
gave their lives so that others could live. We 
lost many other citizens who assisted in the 
rescue efforts and whose courage and sac-
rifice that day made them extraordinary. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Firefighter Donny Regan of Rescue 
Company 3 in Bronx. During his 17-year ca-
reer with the New York City Fire Depart-
ment, he was cited six times for bravery. And 
today our Nation honors Donny’s final act 
of courage. His son, Peter, lost a father on 
September the 11th; today, he carries on his 
father’s legacy. Peter followed his dad’s foot-
steps to the fire department. Today, he is 
defending our freedom as a Reservist with 
the 3d Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment in 
Iraq. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Firefighter Ronnie Gies of Squad 288 
in Queens. Ronnie had been with the New 
York Fire Department since 1988. He rushed 
downtown to the World Trade Center. A 
video of the day showed Ronnie on his way 
into the towers. His wife says, ‘‘You see him 
straight on, carrying equipment with such a 
look of determination.’’ His own son, 
Tommy, graduated from the FDNY Acad-
emy last August and is now a member of Lad-
der 147 in Brooklyn. And we’re grateful for 
Tommy’s courage and service. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Senior Court Officer Thomas Jurgens, 
one of about 25 New York State Court offi-
cers who responded after the plane hit the 
first tower. Thomas’ last radio transmission 
came from inside the burning tower, after 
he’d been warned to get out because the dan-
ger was too great. He refused to leave his 
post. His last words before signing off were, 
‘‘There are people here who need our help.’’ 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost New York City Police Officer Moira 
Smith. Moira is remembered by friends for 
her fearless spirit on and off the job. She 
ran with the bulls in Spain. And in 1991, she 
ran into a subway tunnel to rescue dozens 
of people trapped in one of the worst subway 
accidents in New York history. On Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, she ran toward dan-
ger once again, into the burning towers of 
the World Trade Center. A broker she 
helped to safety remembers her steady blue 
eyes and her even voice. The next day’s pa-
pers carried an image of Moira helping an 
injured man out of the tower, before she 
rushed back in to save others. And the tower 
collapsed around her. One of Moira’s col-
leagues said, ‘‘She could have saved herself, 
but nothing would have stopped her saving 
one more person.’’ 

These are some of the examples, only a 
few of the examples, of the extraordinary 
bravery that took place that day. All the brave 
men and women we recognize today brought 
credit to the uniform and honor to the 
United States of America. 

And one way our Nation can honor their 
sacrifice is to win the war on terror. On Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, we saw the future 
that terrorists intend for us. And I made a 
decision. America will not wait to be attacked 
again. We will take the fight to the enemy, 
and we’ll defend our freedom. 

And since that day we’ve taken the fight 
to the enemy. We’re hunting down the ter-
rorists in mountains in Afghanistan, in tribal 
regions of Pakistan, in the deserts of Iraq, 
and on islands of Southeast Asia, and the 
Horn of Africa. We’re fighting the terrorists, 
and we’re fighting their murderous ideology 
by spreading the hope of freedom across the 
broader Middle East. Free nations are peace-
ful nations, and by advancing freedom’s 
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cause, we are laying the foundation of peace 
for our children and our grandchildren. 

We will succeed. And the legacy of peace 
and freedom we leave behind will be the 
greatest memorial to your fallen family mem-
bers and friends. 

The heroes of September the 11th will not 
be here to see that day. But their moms and 
dads and children and grandchildren can 
know, a proud America will always stand in 
the long shadow of their service and sacrifice, 
and a proud nation will always remember 
them. 

May God bless you all, and may God for-
ever bless the memories of those who sac-
rificed on behalf of our citizens. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Rose 
Garden at the White House. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 
conversation with President Hu Jintao of 
China during which both Presidents agreed 
to postpone President Hu’s scheduled visit 
to the White House and to meet in New York 
City during the United Nations General As-
sembly meeting later in the month. 

September 4 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana, Gov. Haley 
Barbour of Mississippi, Gov. Bob Riley of 
Alabama, and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida to 
discuss Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA, to discuss Hurri-
cane Katrina recovery efforts. 

September 5 

In the morning, in the Situation Room, the 
President had a briefing on Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. Later, he had an in-
telligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Mobile, AL. While en route aboard 
Air Force One, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, in which the Secretary-General 
expressed his condolences on the damage 
and loss of life caused by Hurricane Katrina 
and offered support for recovery efforts. 
Later, also aboard Air Force One, he met 
with Secretary of Homeland Security Mi-
chael Chertoff to discuss Hurricane Katrina 
recovery efforts. Upon arrival in Mobile, the 
President participated in a briefing on Hurri-
cane Katrina damage in the local area. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Baker, LA, where he was joined by 
Mrs. Bush. Later, at Bethany World Prayer 
Center, they met with people displaced by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Baton Rouge, LA, where 
he received a briefing from Lt. Gen. Russel 
L. Honore, USA, commanding general, First 
United States Army, about Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. He and Mrs. Bush 
then traveled to Poplarville, MS, where he 
toured areas damaged by Hurricane Katrina 
and met with workers from Alabama Power 
who were attempting to restore electricity to 
Poplarville. 

Later in the afternoon, the President took 
an aerial tour of areas damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina, including New Orleans, LA. Later, 
he and Mrs. Bush returned to Washington, 
DC. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
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